
Results for GE Category Humanities  (GE 7 - Spring 2010) 

The learning outcomes and the essay question for the GE category Humanities are found in 

Appendix A.  A sample of 108 students were select from a possible 655 students were enrolled in 

Humanities  courses (GE7).  This represents 16% of the 628 students enrolled in GE 7.  Since 

these were essay questions second readers scored 20% of the 250 and obtained good reliability.  

The results were: 55 (50%) Exceeding Expectations, 35 (32%) Meeting Expectations, 11 (10%) 

Approaching Expectations, and 7 (6%) Not Meeting Expectations.  

SUNY  

Rubric 

Not Meeting 

Standard 

Approaching Standard Meeting 

Standard 

Exceeding Standard 

Points 1 2 3 4 5 6 

Cortland 

Definition 

Provides minimal or 

no evidence of 

understanding; 

makes no 

connections 

between Goals, 

Assumptions, & 

Objectives of the 

GE Category; and 

makes unclear or 

unwarranted 

connections to the 

assigned task.  

Conveys a confused 

or inaccurate 

understanding of the 

course material; 

alludes to the Goals, 

Assumptions, & 

Objectives of the 

GE Category but 

makes unclear or 

unwarranted 

connections to the 

assigned task. 

Conveys a basic 

understanding of 

the course 

material; makes 

few or superficial 

connections 

between the 

Goals, 

Assumptions, & 

Objectives of the 

GE Category and 

the assigned task. 

Conveys a basic 

understanding of 

the course 

material; makes 

implicit 

connections 

between the 

Goals, 

Assumptions, & 

Objectives of 

the GE Category 

and the assigned 

task. 

Conveys a 

thorough 

understanding of 

the course 

material; makes 

clear and explicit 

connections 

between the 

Goals, 

Assumptions, & 

Objectives of the 

GE Category and 

the assigned task. 

Reveals an in-

depth analysis of 

the course 

material; makes 

insightful 

connections 

between the 

Goals, 

Assumptions, & 

Objectives of the 

GE Category and 

the assigned task. 

 

The following graph shows the data above (Spring 2010) as well as the data from the fall of 

2006. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



    
Prelilminary results GE 7 Humanities 

   

             

 

2010 

    
2006 

  

 

  
2009 percent 

    
  2006 percent 

  

 
Not Meeting 7 6.5 

    
Not Meeting 0 0 

  

 
Approaching 11 10.2 

    
Approaching 30 27.1 

  

 
Meeting 35 32.4 

    
Meeting 43 38.7 

  

 
Exceeding 55 50.9 

    
Exceeding 38 34.2 

  

 

Total 108 100.0 

    
  111 100 

  

             

             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



APPENDIX A 

 

SUNY GENERAL EDUCATION ESSAY 

SPRING 2010 
 

 

Student ID:   C-     

        or 

Student SSN:      

 

(For assessment purposes only, strictly 

confidential) 

 

 

Course: ***** 

 

 

Purpose: 
This course is part of SUNY’s General Education program, granting credits toward the 

SUNY GE7 HUMANITIES category.  Even though there are a number of different courses in 

the GE7 category, all of them have some common underlying goals with respect to student 

learning outcomes.  The purpose of this essay assignment is to help the faculty who teach 

courses in the GE7 category to determine how successful these courses are at delivering the 

underlying goals that are expected as part of our General Education program.  

 Please follow the instructions below and provide your best effort at writing a complete 

essay based on the information that you gained as part of this course.  Your best-effort 

participation is very important because your responses will help us to improve our General 

Education program for future students.  Feel free to use as much paper as necessary. 

 When you are finished writing your essay, please enter the amount of time you spent in 

the space provided below.  Please complete and return this cover sheet with your essay.  The 

General Education faculty extends their gratitude for your participation in this important 

assessment initiative. 

 

 



 

 

 

Time: 

How much time did you spend on this essay?            minutes. 

 

 

Please attach this sheet to your essay response and hand in to your instructor when finished. 

 

LEARNING OUTOMES 

GE7. Humanities Goals, Assumptions, & Objectives; Question(s)/Instrument(s); Rubric(s) 

 

SUNY 

CATEGORY 
GOALS, ASSUMPTIONS, &/OR OBJECTIVES 

Essay Questions:  (circle the essay that was completed & use as much paper as needed) 

 

Please answer one of the following essay questions assigned by your instructor.  If the 

instructor has no preference as to which essay you should answer, please choose the essay 

question that you are most well prepared to answer. 

 

1.  Choose one work of literature you have been assigned in this course and, using the conventions and 

methods we have discussed, analyze the work as completely as time allows. 

 

OR 

 

2. Choose one work of literature you have been assigned in this course and illustrate how the work treats 

a major human concern. 

 

 

 

 



SUNY GE7 – 

Humanities 

Students will demonstrate: Knowledge of the conventions and methods of at least one of the 

humanities in addition to those encompassed by other knowledge areas required by the 

General Education program. 

 

 

QUESTIONS/INSTRUMENTS 

 

1.  Choose one work of literature you have been assigned in this course and, 

using the conventions and methods we have discussed, analyze the work as 

completely as time allows. 

OR 

2. Choose one work of literature you have been assigned in this course and 

illustrate how the work treats a major human concern. 

 

CORTLAND RUBRIC ALIGNED WITH REPORTING CATEGORIES 

 

SUNY  Rubric Not Meeting 

Standard 

Approaching Standard Meeting 

Standard 

Exceeding Standard 

Points 1 2 3 4 5 6 

Cortland 

Definition 

Provides 

minimal or no 

evidence of 

understanding; 

makes no 

connections 

between Goals, 

Assumptions, & 

Objectives of the 

GE Category; 

and makes 

unclear or 

unwarranted 

connections to 

the assigned 

task. 

Conveys a 

confused or 

inaccurate 

understanding 

of the course 

material; alludes 

to the Goals, 

Assumptions, & 

Objectives of 

the GE Category 

but makes 

unclear or 

unwarranted 

connections to 

the assigned 

task. 

Conveys a 

basic 

understanding 

of the course 

material; makes 

few or 

superficial 

connections 

between the 

Goals, 

Assumptions, 

& Objectives of 

the GE 

Category and 

the assigned 

task. 

Conveys a 

basic 

understanding 

of the course 

material; 

makes implicit 

connections 

between the 

Goals, 

Assumptions, 

& Objectives 

of the GE 

Category and 

the assigned 

task. 

Conveys a 

thorough 

understanding 

of the course 

material; makes 

clear and 

explicit 

connections 

between the 

Goals, 

Assumptions, 

& Objectives of 

the GE 

Category and 

the assigned 

task. 

Reveals an 

in-depth 

analysis of 

the course 

material; 

makes 

insightful 

connections 

between the 

Goals, 

Assumptions, 

& Objectives 

of the GE 

Category and 

the assigned 

task. 

 



 


